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REF: (A) LISBON 1273 (DTG 171922Z FEB 78) (NOTAL) 

(B) LISBON 2058 (DTG 210836Z MAR 78) (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER SA MACHADO HAS PUBLICLY 
REAFFIRMED THE BASIC LINES OF PS/CDS FOREIGN POLICY WITH 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON PORTUGAL'S EUROPEAN OPTION. 
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HE ALSO ENDORSED SPAIN'S FULLER PARTICIPATION IN EUROPEAN 
INSTITUTIONS (READ NATO). END SUMMARY. 

1 . EUROPEAN OPTION REMAINS FIRM: IN A MARCH 28 INTERVIEW, 

FOREIGN MINISTER VITOR DE SA MACHADO (CDS) REAFFIRMED THE 
PS/CDS FOREIGN POLICY PROGRAM AND EMPHASIZED THE COMMITMENT 
TO EC MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN NATO. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

- PORTUGAL AND EUROPE: THE EUROPEAN OPTION REFLECTS THE 
COMMITMENT OF THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE TO DEMOCRATIC PLURALISM 
BASED ON A DEEP SENSE OF NATIONAL UNITY AND EUROPEAN, CHRISTIAN 
ROOTS; 

- THE EC: THE EC COUNCIL SHOULD GIVE ITS OPINION ON THE 
PORTUGUESE APPLICATION IN EARLY MAY. FINAL ENTRANCE NEGOTIATIONS 
SHOULD BEGIN BY EARLY 1979. PORTUGAL ANTICIPATES A DIFFICULT 
FINAL NEGOTIATION PHASE PARTICULARLY ON AGRICULTURAL ISSUES. 
(PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR TO THE EC ANTONIO DE SEQUEIRA FRF.IRF, 

TOLD EMBOFFS MARCH 29 THAT PORTUGAL ANTICIPATES AN 

INITIAL FIVE-YEAR PERIOD TO ADAPT TO EC CUSTOMS CONVENTIONS 
FOLLOWED BY A TEN- YEAR GLOBAL ECONOMIC TRANSITION PERIOD.); 

SPAIN AND NATO: PORTUGAL IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT ANY 
INITIATIVE WHICH FOSTERS INCREASED SPANISH PARTICIPATION 
IN EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS; 

- FORMER COLONIES: RELATIONS WITH THE FORMER COLONIES MUST 
BE BASED ON "SCRUPULOUS RESPECT FOR NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY" 

AND AVOID RECOLONIZATION TENDENCIES AND ANY "ABSURD SENSE 
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OF COLLECTIVE GUILT." THE MINISTER DID NOT MENTION SPECIFIC 
STEPS OR PLANS TO FURTHER SUCH RELATIONS; 

- THE CHINA CONNECTION: THE GOP WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE 
FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE PRC, A COUNTRY "WHICH 

HAS SO DILIGENTLY CONDEMNED IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM AND 
WHOSE WISDOM CONSTITUTES ONE OF THE MOST SOLID GUARANTEES OF 
WORLD PEACE." (TWO NCNA CORRESPONDENTS WERE OFFICIALLY 
ACCREDITED TO LISBON MARCH 21.); 

- ODDS AND ENDS: THE MINISTRY PLAYS A "SUPPORTIVE ROLE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE IMF AND EC. A FIRMER POLICY IN SUPPORT 
OF PORTUGUESE EMIGRANTS WILL BE PURSUED BILATERALLY AND 
THROUGH THE ILO AND COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 

2. COMMENT: OFFICIAL GOP SUPPORT FOR INCREASED SPANISH 
PARTICIPATION IN EUROPE (READ NATO) IS WELCOME IN LIGHT OF 
CONCERN IN SOME CIRCLES HERE THAT SPAIN IN NATO MIGHT DILUTE 
PORTUGAL'S IBERIAN SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE ALLIANCE (REF B). 
BLOOMFIELD 
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